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is a significant detail, it does not spoil the general im-
pression of the whole.
Certainly there was, in all I saw, no suggestion what-
ever of a sullen and .disgruntled people wondering when
it could be relieved of a hated Government. We must
remember, of course, the wholesale deportations from
Moscow on the introduction of the internal passport
system in December 1932. Every one who lives in
Moscow now, and that means three million people or
more, has to earn the right to do so by taking a hand
in the vast work of construction which is everywhere
in progress. That is, they are all playing a part in
the big movement; and it is also quite clear that if
one speaks only of Moscow, and I spent the whole
of my month there, they are already profiting by
doing so.
I kept on asking myself the question : how much of
all this is the people, or, in other words, to what extent
the circle of public support around the Government
has widened—both as compared with what I learned
from other visitors of two years ago and, perhaps far
more, as compared with my own instinct so well remem-
bered out of pre-revolution times. To what extent was
the Government a foreigner to the people ? In the times
of Tsardom I had never failed to feel its almost complete
isolation. The Ministers of those times, and more
especially in the last days of Tsardom, were for the most
part obviously haphazard choices from a very narrow
and by no means distinguished circle. I was, of course,
one of those who longed to see the Russian public, as
a whole, make its way into the precincts of government,
and in 1917 for a very short time I had that satisfaction.

